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Black History Month 


BSyreR pages open 


Despite delays, 
NECC bookstore 


drop their bags off in of the emp- 
ty cubby holes. This is for securi- 


poster about heroin i ae rake tangs 
5 opens After students drop their ba: 
gs 
baeeshes By Cuap GorHAM off in the Bag Drop, the registers 
r being placed face-down | News Editor are right in front of them. 


on the display multiple times by 
an unknown person or persons, 
the poster detailing the problem 
of heroin abuse in low-income 
comunities was removed from the 
display entirely. No one knows 
who took the poster or why, and 
the locations remains unknown. 


More information on page 6 


NECC Textbook 


On Feb. 18 NECC’s book 
store re-opened, having moved 
to its new location on the second 
floor of the Beharakis One Stop 
Student Center. 

The book store takes up a 
much larger area than the previ- 
ous space downstairs. This means 
there will be much more space for 
different merchandise and offers 
a much easier shopping experi- 


There are two sides to the 
store. Books, class supplies, 
computers, software, tablets and 
NECC swag are available in the 
lefthand section of the store. 

If students go to the right side 
of the store they will find more of 
a convenience store atmosphere. 
Faith Gregory, a political science 
major, said it reminds her of a 
classier gas station. What that re- 


a Community College 


Photo by Chad Gorham 
The book store opened it’s doors on Feb. 18. The new 


Taskfor ce reques ts imei e. ee ae ally means is all the products you taht Us miproved sid va sia 
em to like the lay- : = - . 
survey out much better, it is more orga- ~~ Fe eae alien comre, 


The NECC Textbook Task- 
force has sent a mass email to 
NECC students surveying stu- 
dents opinions on the rising costs 
of textbooks. Feedback will be 
used to promote cost-saving solu- 
tions on campus. The survey can 
be found in student emails. It will 
take 5-10 minutes. 


Faculty music 
recital to take place 
on March 13 


Adjunct Professor and String 
Instrument Instructor Angel Val- 
chinov will be performing with 
his wife Chen Li on March 13 at 
7 p.m. in TC103 in the Hartleb 
Technology Center of Haverhill 
Campus. Valchinov and his wife 
will be performing several classi- 
cal selections. 


nized,” said Shianne McGilvray, 
a Psychology major and an asso- 
ciate at the bookstore. 

When students first enter the 
new book store they will find 
a shelving unit called the Bag 
Drop. Students are required. to 


nience store can be found here, 
but much fresher products. 

The selection consists of food 
from Nexdine, Frozen meals such 
as Stouffers lasagna, Mama Ce- 


leste Pizza and TGI Friday meals. 
Continued on page 4 


College considering 
raising student fees 


Options to manage 
college's budget 
are discussed 


By Everson TavERAS 
Features Editor 

President Lane Glenn is con- 
sidering raising student fees. 

A president’s general staff 


said President Glenn. “It’s far 
from certain. We’re still very ear- 
ly in the budget process.” 

“At this point we’re trying to 
predict what enrollment looks 
like, what is the state likely to 
provide in terms of aid support. 
We do this every year.” 

“] think it’s a good idea, as 
long as it’s not too much,” said 
Sarah Sullivan, a liberal arts ma- 


: meeting discussing the option to J9F- 
3D art students Paice eet peg ce tid Feb. : This ae bee ae time a plan 
10, after the college received ‘© talse students Tees was pro- 
decorate campus ‘ its budget for the year. In order posed. Every year, student fees 
Professor Dianne Pappas’s 3D increase as needed, with the ex- 


foundations students have created 
sculptures and art installations on 
display around the NECC cam- 
pus. The students were encour- 
aged to explore their artistic in- 
terests in groups and create works 
of art for the NECC community. 


More information on page 7 


White Fund and 
NECC Present 


Journalist 
Raquel Cepeda who wrote 


_ “Bird of Paradise: How I Became 


Latina,” will be presenting in an 
event called “Debunking and Re- 
defining the ‘American Dream’ 
in Bird of Paradise: How I Be- 
came Latina,” on Monday, May 
5 at Lawrence High School from 
4:30- 6:30 p.m. 


to involve both campuses, the 
meeting was held via teleconfer- 
ence equipment, where President 
Glenn made presentations to the 
trustees and faculty, to discuss 
potential ways to handle the col- 
lege’s budget. 

According to President Glenn, 
the proposed increase in student 
fees would go towards much 
needed repairs and renovation for 
the college. They include: facili- 
ties, deferred maintenance, more 
full-time faculty, better campus 
security and “Vintage heating 
systems. ” 

These are among the several 
things President Glenn is looking 
to improve with the student fees 
proposal. It also includes restor- 
ing the quasi deteriorated state of 
the Spurk Building. 

“It’s certainly not certain,” 


ception of last year. NECC has 
among the lowest student fees in 
the state, in comparison to other 
colleges. President Glenn consid- 
ers the fees very low. 

“Unfortunately, that means we 
haven’t kept up with things we 
should be spending money,” said 
President Glenn. “We have a lot 
of needs, and not enough money 
for those needs.” 

Although it was rumored that 
Glenn plans to raise student fees 
toward the national average, 
Glenn stated that his firm inten- 
tion is to keep the fees as low as 
possible. 

“It’s important that we keep a 


Continued on page 4 
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Editorial 


School closings are bothersome 


There was a time when school 
closings were celebrated by stu- 
dents. The day off meant that 
school was canceled for the day, 
and it gave kids extra time to 
hang out with friends or play in 
the snow. 

This winter would make the 
middle schooler in all of us very 
excited. We’ve had nearly a foot 
of snow dumped on us over the 
past two weeks. 

Once college started, snow 
quickly became old news. Now, 
a snowstorm means dangerous 
roads, shoveling a driveway and 
hurts peoples skin. 

School has been in session for 
about a month now. We, so far, 
have had three afternoon closings 
‘one due to a security threat) and 
one actual closing. 

This doesn’t even count indi- 
vidual class cancellations. 

Granted, this is not Northern 
Essex’s fault. President Glenn 
can’t call up the snow fairies and 
ask them to give us six to 12 inch- 
es of snow. 

That’s the most frustrating 
part. The school only shuts down 
for the benefit of the students, 
and that’s a good idea. But when 
we get closed down twice in as 


many weeks, many classes start 
to get pushed further and further 
behind. 

There’s no real right way to 
handle the situation. People are 
going to be upset with classes 
or with classes being canceled. 
Closing at noon is probably the 
best way to play it, if weather al- 
lows it so. 

Students on the NECC face- 
book’ page have expressed their 
opinion about the school clos- 
ings. Some were happy about 
the shortened days, others were 
annoyed that the school wasn’t 
closed for the entire day. 

For students that pay to go to 
class, the shortened days and can- 
celed classes mean that they are 
paying for classtime that they ar- 
en’t getting. 

That may be unfair to say, but 
classes that are heavily required 
for different programs do stu- 
dents a disservice by not being 
there every day. 

But March is right around the 
corner, which means April show- 
ers will be here soon enough. The 
cool spring air will be welcomed 
greatly by the students of NECC 
and the rest of the New England 
area. 
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How do you like 
the new bookstore? 


‘ 


| haven’t gone in, but it It’s bigger so we’re not 


I like it. 


looks nice. all squished. 
HANNAH LyNcH Tim SEAMAN ERIN MircHety 
Business Management Accounting Psychology 


It’s nice. It has alot more Honestly I haven’t been It’s a great improvement. 


space but it’s expensive. there yet. I’m baffled. 
JEAN CARLOS Diaz Marie PHIuirs Rosert Ewus! 
CIS Info. Tech. Elementary Education Accounting 
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Is social media affectin 


By ASHLEE FERRANTE 
Opinion Editor 

Are ads and 
companies putting 
out a negative 


message to women? 

Beauty is in the eye of the be- 
holder, but for top fashion com- 
panies like Victoria’s Secret and 
Hollister, beauty comes with a 
certain look. 

In most of their ads, the mod- 
els are very similar. The female 
models tend to be tall, blond and 
skinny, while the male models are 
shirtless and have six pack abs. 

Let’s not forget the Victoria’s 
Secret fashion show, where mod- 


Opinion 


els walk the runway basically na- 
ked to show off their figures and 
product. 

There isn’t a single plus-sized 
model featured in their show. 

Beauty comes in all shapes 
and sizes, and no one should be 
discriminated against. 

Dove’s “love your body” cam- 
paign tells women that they are 
beautiful no matter what. In their 
campaign, they feature women of 
all races and sizes. 

They are much more covered 
up than Victoria’s Secret models, 
and they still look sexy. 

Some social media ads make 
it seem the less you wear, the sex- 
ier you are, which is totally not 
true. 

I recently watched an episode 


of Maury that featured three teen- 
age girls ranging from ages 13- 
17 wearing nothing but a tube 
top and short shorts, clothes that 


our generation. 

One popular show that sparked 
some major controversy this year 
was The Biggest Loser. 


To all the girls that think you’re fat be- 
cause you're not a size zero, you’re the 
beautiful one, its society who’s ugly. 

- Marilyn Monroe 


were way too tight for them be- 
cause the ad said “it makes them 
look sexy” my mind was blown. 
I don’t want my future children 
thinking that. 

I believe that negative ads like 
these will have adverse effects on 


Winner Rachel Frederickson 
came into the competition weigh- 
ing 260 pounds and lost 155 
pounds, or 59.62% of her body 
weight. 

Heads turned and mouths 
dropped not in a positive way as 


g women? 


she walked out on the finale to 
show her new body. 

Coaches and contestants stared 
with disbelief as no one has ever 
came back weighing 105 pounds. 

Compared next to her old self 
Frederickson, is barely recogniz- 
able. 

After the show, tweets and 
post were made worldwide about 
how sickly she looks. 

Even a health organization 
tweeted out “this isn’t healthy by 
far.” Situations like this is what is 
making our generation feel like 
being plus size is frowned upon. 

Your body is yours don’t 
change yourself to society’s vi- 
sion of “perfect.” Take a stand. 


Multiple snow days getting tiresome 


Constant snow days 
are getting old. 
When will the snow 


end? 


By MIcHAEL ALONGI 
Correspondent 

Another snow storm ripped 
through Massachusetts today, 
causing a snow day for most of 
the state. NECC closed its doors 
at noon for the second time in 
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four days, and has already closed 
four times since the beginning of 
the semester. 

There used to be a time when 
we as children would pray for a 
snow day. It meant no school, 
you could spend the whole day 
with friends, and you wouldn’t 
have any homework that night. 
But as we’ve grown older and 
become young adults trying to 
balance school, work, and the 
rest of life, snow days are begin- 
ning to seem like more of an in- 
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convenience. No classes means 
that tests get their dates changed, 
assignments come up faster, and 
students’ schedules as a whole 
suffer. 

“The school closings are put- 
ting a setback on my schedule be- 
cause | time my studies and down 
time on campus at the library,” 
said Chienell Coleman, 19. “If 
the campus is closed I don’t have 
a place to study where I feel com- 
fortable or have access to help.” 

Coleman is not the only stu- 
dent who feels 
the closings 
disrupt their 
schedule. 

“With all 


these closings, I never know 
what’s going on,” said Lindsey 
Stone, 21. “It’s pushing back my 
exams and pushing forward my 
assignments.” 

Stone, who works full time 
and has a strict time schedule 
to adhere to, has trouble simply 
keeping up. 

“It just sets me back rather 
than helps me out.” 

Some students don’t have a 
problem with the school closing, 
but with it opening for just half 
the day. Many students see this as 
an unnecessary hassle, especially 
when the roads are so dangerous. 
Students have to show up for the 
one class they have that isn’t can- 


celled because it starts at 11 a.m. 

“T think that if the school is 
going to decide ahead of time to 
close the next day, they should 
shut the school down for the full 
day not just after 12,” said Taighe 
Lannon, 22. “Last week was a 
mess when I got out at noon. 
There were multiple car accidents 
on I-495 between NECC and exit 
49.” 

Many students are feeling the 
pressure this semester because of 
the cancellations. No matter what 
class it is, every student will have 
to deal with shortened deadlines 
for the remainder of the semester. 


Photo by Ashlee Ferrante 
Sunshine and winter clash as mother nature hits NECC with another 


snow storm. 
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NECC keeps Kenoza Lake salt free Book store’s 


Sand, sand, and 
more sand overtakes 
NECC Campuses 


By Cuap GorHAM 


News Editor 

With record cold temperatures 
and record snow totals in Haver- 
hill there has been a lot more 
snow removal going on on the 
Haverhill campus at Northern 
Essex with keeping the environ- 
ment in mind. 

With all the snow piling up so 
did the beach at Northern Essex. 
There has been an abundance of 
sand everywhere. This sand is 
brought in to mix with the salt to 
help with the water at nearby Ke- 
noza Lake. 

Kenoza Lake is across the 
street from the Haverhill cam- 
pus. It is the resivoir for the city 
of Haverhill. It consists of biking 
and walking trails as well as Win- 
nekennie Castle. Winnekennie 
Castle was built from 1873-1875 
and is a major landmark of the 
City of Haverhill. 

According to Richard Goulet, 
the Director of Facilities Man- 
agement at Northern Essex, “The 
college does use a salt/sand mix 
when roads and parking lots on 
each campus become unsafe due 


Security 


he 


lots, since the 


to freezing conditions. We try not 
to overuse the salt as we are near 
a major reservoir for the city of 
Haverhill. This is a judgment call 
on our part and we try to err on 
the environmentally sound side.” 

Some students did not know 
that NECC took part in this. Matt 
Tabacco a General Studies ma- 
jor said, “He is happy that they 
use the salt/sand mix because he 
hates the salt on his car.” 


time I drive through them. If the 
parking lots were more thorough- 
ly plowed we could easily reduce 
the amount of salt used while 
maintaining a safe parking lot.” 

With all the destruction that 
road salt causes and the amount 
that has been used this year be- 
cause of all the snow that has fell, 
it is only natural to assume there 
is going to be some destruction 
from the salt. 


1 ee a 


I am glad the college goes out of their 
way to help protect the water in Kenoza 


Lake. 


- Matt Tabacco 


__§ —s+ 


Tabacco also said, “I am glad 
that the college goes out of their 
way to help protect the water in 
Kenoza Lake.” 

Could the college go without 
salt completely? Goulet says the 
college uses a non-salt ice melt 
on stairs and walkways, but in 
the parking lots they uses the salt/ 
sand mixture. 

Colin Dudgeon a Political Sci- 
ence Major said. “Maintenance 
workers should focus on plowing 
*re slushy eve 


Log 
ba 


Selena Torres a Criminal Psy- 
chology major said, “Salt is so 
destructive on all things from the 
environment to the sidewalks and 
streets, I am glad that NECC uses 
the least amount of salt.” 

According to the New Hamp- 
shire Department of Enviromen- 
tal Services, “Water contaminated 
with NaCl creates a higher water 
density and will settle at the deep- 
est part of the water body where 
current velocities are low such as 
in ponds and lakes. This can lead 
to a chemical stratification which 
can impede turnover and mixing, 
preventing the dissolved oxygen 
within the upper layers of the wa- 
ter from reaching the bottom lay- 
ers and nutrients within the bot- 
tom layers from reaching the top. 


new location 


You can also buy cookies, 
chips, energy bars and other 
snacks. There is also a specialty 
coffee section with different se- 
lections of coffees. 

In a previous interview David 
Gingerella said they hope to in- 
clude pizza in the bookstore just 
like they do at Jitters in the Spurk 
Building. 

There will be some more items 
to come in, says Ray Short, the 
Follet book store manager. They 
are waiting on their pizza warmer 
to offer pizza. The pizza will be 
supplied by Mediterranean Pizza 
and Subs out of Haverhill, said 
Short. Short also said, they will 
be bringing in bagels as soon as 
they get a toaster. 

One of the big hits of the 
new store seems to be the f’real 
Blending Bar. The f’real Blend- 
ing Bar offers customers milk- 
shakes and smoothies for just 
$3.95. There are different flavors 
to choose from at the blending 
bar. Milkshake flavors include 
peanut butter cup, cookies and 
cream, and mint chip. Smoothie 
flavors include strawberry banana 
and blueberry raspberry pome- 
granate. 

Liam Lavoie a Psychology 


Continued from page 1 


major said, “It is decent, I like it.” 
Lavoie also said, “Smoothies and 
milkshakes on campus, what’s 
not to like.” 

Tim Vermette, a Psychology 
major said, “It’s very innovative.” 

The bookstore also carries 
body wash, Red Sox World Series 
gear, and water bottles. 

One student told Short that he 
wanted to live there. The students 
and faculty seem excited as they 
are walking into the book store 
and seeing it for the first time. 
There is also excitement as stu- 
dents who have been introduced 
to the new book store, introduce 
their friends to it. 

Other items the new book 
store offers are protein bars, Clif 
Bars and other snack-type foods. 
The prices for the snack foods are 
competitive with what student 
will find in a convenience store 
or grocery store. 

Short said, “We are always up 
for suggestions on the types of 
food we carry.” 

The book store hours are 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Friday. 


Fire alarm evacuation 


Faulty fire alarm 
causes Sports and 


Fitness Evacuation 
By Farra GREGORY 
Arts and Entertainment 

Friday, Feb. 7, fire alarms 
went off at the Sports and Fitness 
Center on the Haverhill campus 
at NECC, causing the people in 
the building to evacuate. 

The Haverhill Fire Depart- 
ment responded immediately. 
There was no fire, and the build- 


ing was cleared as being safe. 
“The fire alarm was caused by 
two faulty smoke detectors,” said 
Vice President David Gingerella. 
“The college’s electrician imme- 
diately repaired both units.” 
Fitness staff Sue MacAvoy 
and Pete Tompkins were on scene 
when the alarms went off. 
MacAvoy said, “I think we got 
out very quick. I went out through 
the gym to the locker rooms, and 
I came up through the side, mak- 
ing sure all the day care kids were 
out. Nita [Lamborghini] was 
doing the same thing across the 


front. I think we all covered the 
corners terrifically. And everyone 
was out before [emergency re- 
sponders] were here.” 

Tompkins said, “It went 
smoothly. Everyone got out. It’s 
just annoying, especially on a 
cold day.” 

Nita Lamborghini, Associate 
Dean of Student Life, said, “The 
evacuation of the building went 
very well. Students, faculty and 
staff exited in a timely and order- 
ly way. Security was on the scene 
immediately.” 


Continued from page 1 

low fee, and it’s also import- 

ant that we provide a quality ed- 

ucation. So at this point it’s just 

matter of balancing the two,” said 
President Glenn. 

While discussing the possibil- 
ity of raising student fees, Presi- 
dent Glenn expressed his under- 
standing of students who depend 
on financial aid. As custom, 
the college sets aside a certain 
amount of money to help students 
who don’t have enough finan- 
cial aid, so that they can afford 
their education. President Glenn 
stressed that the college would do 
everything in its power to provide 
adequate financial aid and college 
resources for students. 

“] think for a long time NECC 
hasn’t raised [student] fees,” said 
Patricia Schade, a professor of 
academic preparation. “We’ve 


gotten to the point where the aid, 
it’s less every year. I don’t think 
raising student fees is great, but I 
do think it’s necessary.” 

According to an Eagle Tri- 
bune article reported on Nov. 22, 
2013, NECC received $7 million 
to modernize the Spurk Building 
on the college’s Haverhill cam- 
pus and a $900,000 MassWorks 
grant to connect the college’s Al- 
lied Health Center in Lawrence to 
that city’s downtown. President 
Glenn finds this support to be in- 
sufficient. 

“The level of support we re- 
ceive now is less than what it 
was 10 years ago,” said President 
Glenn. He does, however, offer a 
suggestion for students who want 
to take initiative and participate 
in the decision to raise student 
fees. 

March 5 is Higher Education 


Advocacy Day at the statehouse. 
The event pulls together faculty, 
students and administrators from 
the University of Massachusetts, 
state universities and community 
colleges to speak with a unified 
voice, urging legislators to invest 
in the state’s higher education 
system. Presidents Glenn advis- 
es that if students want to keep 
fees low, they should take this 
opportunity to talk to the .state 
representative or senator, and let 
them know that they want better 
support for higher education in 
Massachusetts. 

“One thing students can do is 
advocate for themselves,” said 
President Glenn. “Go to the state- 
house, and share your thoughts 
about this. The more resources 
the state is able to provide, the 
less colleges need to charge stu- 
dents.” 
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The popular game 
taken off the app 


market permanently 
By CaristInA HILLNER 
Staff Writer 

Flappy Bird, the game that 
drove people mad and is still 
haunting some with its addictive 
quality, has been removed from 
the Apple and Android app stores. 

Indie game maker Dong 
Nguyen of Hanoi, Vietnam cre- 
ated the simple yet profoundly 
difficult game, and once its popu- 
larity grew, Nguyen took it down. 

The game quickly rose in pop- 
ularity, reaching number one in 
both the Apple and Android App 


Flappy 


nifer Vasquez laughed when she 
heard the game was taken down. 
“It wasn’t that big of a deal 
that Flappy Bird was taken down. 
The world wasn’t ending because 


_Flappy Bird isn’t there anymore.” 


Maria Mejia, an early child- 
hood major, had other thoughts. 

“Well, I wasn’t shocked that 
the game was taken down. It was 
driving people insane, but I’m 
happy I still have it.” 

The game was uniquely creat- 
ed with no fancy designs or com- 
plex rules. Just a digitized bird, 
and classic Mario Bros pipes. 
Players would rhythmically tap 
their screens to cause the bird to 
flap, gaining altitude and avoid- 
ing freefall. 

The tapping had to be just 


es a 


The world wasn’t ending because Flappy 
Bird isn’t there anymore. 
- Jennifer Vasquez 


; 


markets. 

The buzz surrounding Flappy 
Bird is very similar to two other 
popular mobile games: Candy 
Crush and Angry Birds. There 
were more than 50 million down- 
loads worldwide, and Nguyen 
couldn’t take it. 

NECC Paralegal student Jen- 


right because the bird could eas- 
ily at any moment hit the ground 
or one of the pipes, resulting in 
failure. 

On Feb. 8 Nguyen tweeted, “I 
can call ‘Flappy Bird’ a success 
of mine. But it also ruins my sim- 
ple life. So now I hate it.” 

He followed it up the next day: 


sor- 
ry ‘Flappy Bird’ 
users, 22 hours 
from now, I will 
take down ‘Flap- 
py Bird’. I can- 
not take this any- 
more.” 

ing Peb> =10; 
the game was re- 
moved from both 
the Apple and An- 
droid markets. The 
game —_— remained 
on phones where 
it had previously 
been downloaded, 
but users who de- 
lete the app have 
no way of getting 
it back. 

Users who still 
had the game put 
their phones up 
for sale on sites 
such as Ebay, and 
were selling them 
at outrageous pric- 
es such as 3,500 
to 5,000 dollars, 
trying to make a 


Bird Frenzy 


Photo by Christina Hillner 


quick buck over theOn the left is the home page, and to the right is the result of losing. 


game that people 
cannot stop raving 
about. 

“IT would never buy a phone 
for that game, that is absolutely 
ridiculous,” said Mejia. 

“Flappy Bird is not that good 
of a game. It’s just stupid to buy 
a phone for just that game,” says 


NECC business management ma- 
jor Steve Pol-Diaz. 

Other game inventors were 
quick to make knock off games 
featuring celebrities such as Mi- 
ley Cyrus in the game “Flying 
Cyrus.” In this version the char- 
acter is a Miley face with her 


tongue out flying in betweer: 
wrecking balls. 

Other parties have tried to buy 
the game from Nguyen, but agair 
he took to Twitter, and made his 
message clear and simple. “? 
don’t sell ‘Flappy Bird’, please 
don’t ask.” 


Piatinum Sponsor: CcoOovVvAnNnT mA 


Powering Today. Protecting Tomorrow. 


Race Location: Northern Essex Community College’s Haverhill Campus, 
100 Elliott St., Haverhill, MA 


Race Time: SK starts at 10 a-m. Fun Run for children starts at 9a.m. 
Walkers welcome! 


SK Entry Fee: NECC student fee: $18; 
adults: $25 before April 25; $30 after April 25. Kids’ Fun Bern: $10. 


student scholarships and academic programs. 


For more information or to register, 
visit www.campusclassicSk.com or contact Sarah Comiskey at 


scomiskey@necc.mass.edu or 978-556-3612 


Proceeds to benefit the NECC Annual Fund, which provides support far 
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A table is set up in 
the Spurk building 
lobby for February 


By Faira GREGORY 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

Annully in February, Lisette 
Espinoza of the English Depart- 
ment sets up a table with infor- 
nation and posters of and about 
iconic black individuals in Amer- 
ican history in the lobby of the C 
duilding in Haverhill. 

Examples of individuals pro- 
filed at the table include Nelson 
Mandela, Ralph Bunche, and 
Muhammad Ali. 

“The goal behind [the table] 
was to offer a venue where Afri- 
zan American themes, art, litera- 
ture and history kind of converge 
into history.” Said Espinoza. 

Espinoza was involved with 
African American studies as an 
undergraduate at the University 
of Costa Rica. She received her 
bachelor’s in English and Span- 
ish at the University of California 
Santa Barbara, and she received 
her master’s from the University 
of Texas, Austin. 

Fadia Chahine is an NECC 


Arts & Entertainment 


Black History Month at NECC 


student who helped Espinoza set 
up the display. This is her first 
time helping with the display, al- 
though she did help with the pre- 
vious Black History Month. 

“T feel like definitely more 
should be done because the post- 
er set-up isn’t sufficient enough,” 
said Chahine. 

“T think [the school] should 
promote it a little bit more.” 


cluding more people of color, not 
necessarily just for Black History 
Month, but to come just to [pres- 
ent],” she said. 

This year, she is considering 
doing an event to commemorate 
the two-year anniversary of the 
death of Trayvon Martin, but the 
date and details are not official. 

One poster included in the dis- 
play seems to have caused con- 


The goal behind [the table] was to offer a venue where 
African American themes, art, literature and history 
kind of converge into history. 

- Lisette Espinoza 


$$ _______—__ 3 9-— 


Espinoza feels Black History 
Month is progressive in its ideol- 
ogy, but that to her it seems like 
the month can turn into a token 
event. 

In the past, Espinoza has asked 
speakers and artists of color to 
come in and present to the col- 
lege. 

“T think in general, I would 
like for this college to start in- 


troversy with an unknown indi- 
vidual or individuals on campus. 

The poster discusses heroin in 
low-income neighborhoods. Es- 
pinoza says the poster had been 
turned over repeatedly so that its 
contents were not visible. As of 
Feb. 21 the poster had been re- 
moved from the table altogether. 
Espinoza said she does not know 
who removed the poster. 


Photo by Faith Gregory 
Many of the posters set up in the C lobby contain | 
information about historical black artists and activists. 


Peace Poetry Contest open to all 


NECC holds a 
Peace Poetry 


Contest annually 
By Fair GREGorY 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 

NECC is holding it’s annu- 
al Peace Poetry Contest and is 
zurrently accepting submissions. 
The deadline for all submissions 
is Friday, March 14. 

Professor Paul Saint-Amand 
of the English Department is 
spearheading the project. 

“A group called Veterans for 
Peace, of which | belong, we 
started the Peace Poetry Contest 
on the North Shore, and we did it 
for ten years,” said Saint-Amand. 

“When I came here, about the 
second year, | started it here. This 
is our sixth year of doing it.” 

Submissions usually _ start 
coming in right after the winter 
holidays, and participants of all 
ages and locations take part in the 


Lisette Espinoza assembles an annual Black History Month display, presented in the lobby of the C building in Haverhill. 


Black Histo 


contest. 

Students, faculty and staff 
evaluate and choose the poems 
that will go into the published 
chapbook. 

“We code [the poems] and no- 
body knows who the author is. 
We take the author’s names off, 
and then everybody just makes a 
decision about which one they re- 
ally like,” said Saint-Amand. 


said Saint-Amand. 

NECC students design the 
poster for the event and the cover 
and layout of the chapbook. 

There will be a reading of 
the peace poems on May 2 from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the Hartleb 
Technology Center on the Haver- 
hill campus, TC103. 

The event will start with guitar 
music from a young local musi- 


I like it when they somehow put some 
of themselves into it. 
- Paul Saint-Amand 


$$$ $$ $$ 9 


Poems that are selected are the 
ones that are heartfelt and not cli- 
ché. They must also be about the 
theme of the event: peace. 

“I like it when they somehow 
put some of themselves into it,” 


Si 


Month: 


i ae ny 


cian, and a local poet presenting a 
keynote speech. 

If interested in submit- 
ting a poem or applying to be 
an evaluator, send an email to 
peacepoetry@necc.mass.edu. 


Spurk building displa 


6th Annual Contest and Reading 


\ 
 £ « \ READING EVENT BATE 


SEND ENTRIES TO 
peacepect y@nees massedy 
NECE Peace Poetry Contest 
166 Elliott Street /Spurk 417K 
Haverhill, MA @1830°2398 


Friday, May 2, 2014 

6106 pM = h68 PA 
Hariiab feehnolegy Center 
reiba 


Photo courtesy of Paul Saint-Amand 
The Peace Poetry Contest is open to all who wish to 
submit. The contest aspires to promote peace in society. 
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Installations are 


are more permanent and remain 


Campus Life 


Pappas said the references to 
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Sculptures around Haverhill campus 


being put up all over 


Haverhill campus 


By Katruryn GAGNON 
Campus Life Editor 

Two 3D Foundations classes 
at NECC have been busy mak- 
ing handmade sculptures and in- 
stallation projects that have been 
placed around Haverhill campus. 

Dianne Pappas, an art profes- 
sor at NECC, teaches two sec- 
tions of the 3D Foundations class, 
and said she starts off the semes- 
ter with building, so students can 
get a sense of what they want to 
do. 

Pappas said it’s not what most 
teachers do for their classes. “I 
like to work backwards,” said 
Pappas, so students get a feel for 
what their skills and interests are 
and can work in groups to get to 
know their classmates. 

In the class, students create in- 
stallations that interest them, and 
are able to put them up around the 
school. Pappas said “It’s exciting 
to see what happens.” 

Installations are currently up 
in the B building, Spurk building, 
and outside. 

Some projects for the class 
are temporary and only up for a 
short amount of time, but others 


up for longer. 


The installations that are 


still up include letters scattered 


through the B building and Spurk 
building, an effect of stained 
glass on windows near the exit 
of Spurk building, a tree made of 
piping and wire standing outside, 
and a big box-like sculpture at the 
end of the Spurk building on the 
first floor. 

Eric Preneveau, a_ student 
at NECC, said the installations 
“Bring a lot of creativity to the 
school,” and he enjoys the differ- 
ent film reference letters. 

The lettering installations 
across campus were put there by 
students to form text, and the in- 
dividual letters were incorporated 
to be symbols for popular films. 


the movies was decided on be- 
cause the group that worked on 
it had an interest in film, so they 
created recognizable film refer- 
ences to pair with the letters. 

The group made it so that the 
letters and their locations had a 
connection, creating a map for 
the viewers. 

The stain glass windows in the 
Spurk building were made out 
of cellophane, some frosted and 
some clear. 

Pappas said the students cre- 
ated the installation as a study 
in light, with abstract and literal 
shapes. The installation is called 
Sunrise and Sunset. Pappas said 
she is working on making it a 
more permanent piece. 

Another project currently up 


“SUS, "TRS ao a ar 
A whole different way of looking at an 


area. 
- Dianne Pappas 


— 


The letters ‘hp’ were put as 
a symbol for the popular Harry 
Potter franchise, and a lone letter 
“s’ was given ears to mimic the ‘s’ 
in the title of the Shrek movies. 


Photo by Derek Held 


Stuents looking at “Tranquility Tree“ made by students Derek 
Held, Diamond Echavarria, Nina Claudio, and Hunter Rennie. 


was made by a group of students 
including Derek Held. 

It is located outside in the 
snow and is made of PVC pip- 
ing, twigs, spray paint, and fake 
leaves, twigs, and flowers. Held 
said it’s supposed to show tran- 
quility, with the wiring being 
industrial life while the flowers, 
leaves and twigs show the calm 
and natural side of life. The piece 
is called Tranquility Tree. 

Some installations were up in 
the beginning of the semester but 
have since been taken down. 

A piece called Underworld 
was under the stairs of the Spurk 
building having mannequin arms 
and legs jutting out. 

Pappas said it conveyed a 
very dark feeling and mood. A 
response to Underworld was put 
up near it that was similar visu- 
ally with arms and hands and 
spray painted ornaments made to 
look like planets. Pappas said a 
student in the group that created 
it described it as “Reaching for 
knowledge.” 

Pappas said the administration 


Photo by Derek Held 


“The Utopia” made by students Kaleigh Baker, Carlos 
Gonzalez, Erica Gurezak and Chris Winkowski 


have worked to help put and keep 
the installations up. She said they 
have been “Very open and help- 
ful,” and they allow the installa- 
tions to stay up as long as they are 
not a hazard. 

Pappas said the motto for her 
class is “Serious play,” because 
it is play in some ways, but there 
needs to be serious effort, so 
while the installations are enjoy- 
able to make, it is still a serious 
class and it is meant to teach the 
student. 

Pappas said the class is about 
“Building in space,” and “learn- 
ing how to see.” In the class, 
students are taught a better un- 
derstanding of how things are 
placed in a space. “A whole dif- 
ferent way of looking at an area,” 
Pappas said. Students are able to 
ask themselves what they are in- 
terested in and what they want to 
work on, and use those interests 
and skills to further their work. 

The class covers tradition- 
al and installation projects with 
many different types of media 
used to create environments, 
spaces and even places where the 
viewer can walk into the artwork 
to experience it. The class has an 
“Open experimental curriculum,” 
said Pappas. 

Held said “I enjoy the class 
and everybody is super cool.” He 
gets a lot of his ideas by building 


off of the other creative people 
in the class. “If someone has an 
idea, we all feed off of it.” 

In the class, students and Pap- 
pas also work on how to talk 
about the art, like it’s meaning 
and content. 

Examples of future assign- 
ments in the class will include a 
piece made to be temporary out 
of snow so that it will eventual- 
ly melt, to carve out something 
extremely personal out of clay or 
foam, and drawing lines in space 
much like the web of strings that 
connect four trees outside of the 
Spurk building. 

Pappas said that in today’s so- 
ciety, 3D art has a much broader 
definition than it used to have. 
She said it has opened up to in- 
clude sculpture, performance art, 
industrial design, installation, 
and much more. Keeping with 3D 
art’s breadth, Pappas encourages 
everyone to take the class to try 
out all possibilities. 

She said the class covers a lot 
of different areas and there are 
many different ways to express 
yourself in the class, and that it’s 
a great class to explore your op- 
tions and interests. 

Pappas said she has “Learned 
so much from last class and this 
class,” from the students’ work. 


Faculty advisers’ important role in running clubs 


Advisers share their 
experiences and 
the work they do to 
serve student orgs 


By Erin Finn 
Correspondent 

A lot of effort goes into keep- 
ing clubs at NECC running. In 
most clubs, students organize and 
plan any events, fundraisers, and 
even meetings that are held. But 
it would be difficult for any club 
to exist without a faculty adviser. 

“T help out mostly with admin- 
istrative tasks,” said Kristi Ar- 
ford, adviser for the Gay Straight 
Alliance. “I also do attend meet- 
ings when I can, and offer my 


help and support with any events 
the club plans.” 

Stephen Slaner, adviser of 
Students for a Democratic Soci- 
ety, acknowledged how much in- 
volvement the members of a club 
have in its operation. 

“My duties as adviser include 
helping the group facilitate meet- 
ings, though the President and 
Vice-President are more directly 
involved in that respect,” he said. 

Advisers also help with the 
budget of their club, which is 
funded by NECC’s Student Ac- 
tivities and by fundraisers. Both 
the GSA and Students for a Dem- 
ocratic Society will hold bake 
sales this semester to raise money 
for their clubs. 

Most importantly, an adviser 
is a supportive figure for their 


club who is passionate about the 
group’s mission. 

Professor Slaner, a member of 
the original Students for a Demo- 
cratic Society after its formation 
in the 1960s, has had an interest 
in the club for years. 

“What’s rewarding about ad- 
vising is watching a new gener- 
ation of students face challenges 
similar to those we faced in the 
sixties and having to come up 
with ways of dealing with them,” 
he said. 

Professor Arford also feels 
strongly about the social issues 
which her club focuses on. 

“T strongly believe that issues 
faced by the LGBTQ communi- 
ty are human rights issues, and 
that our society needs to become 
more aware of this,” she said. “I 


feel very passionately about this 
issue, and care deeply for the stu- 
dents in the club.” 

Though advising and teaching 
are similar in that faculty mem- 
bers provide students with guid- 
ance in both environments, it is 
this deeper level of caring that 
sets the two apart for Professor 
Arford. 

“!’m more emotionally in- 
vested in the students in the club, 
because it involves a much more 
personal connection with them,” 
she said. 

Professor Slaner believes that 
clubs provide knowledge import- 
ant for students to retain outside 
of school. 

“Advising is similar to teach- 
ing in that it involves discussions 
with students, but the setting is 


different and the goal is to make 
learning relevant outside the 
classroom,” he said. 

Being a club adviser does not 
come without challenges. A busy 
schedule sometimes means miss- 
ing a meeting for Professor Ar- 
ford, who often has faculty meet- 
ings when the GSA meets. 

In the end, though, the rewards 
seem to outweigh the challenges. 

“T love feeling like I’m ac- 
tually contributing something 
positive to the campus communi- 
ty, and maybe even society as a 
whole, by doing my small part,” 
she said. “It also feels very good 
to know that some of the students 
appreciate my guidance and can 
turn to me with their problems.” 
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Reading between the lines 


Opportunities for 
help with assigned 
readings and 
other related work 
are plentiful 


By Everson TAVERAS 
Features Editor 

The reading center is, and has 
been, very much alive at the col- 
lege. 

It isn’t necessarily conspicu- 
ous, depending on which side it is 
seen from. It sports a red banner, 
and is next to a poster of the Pu- 
litzer Prize winning, best-selling 
novel “To Kill a Mockingbird” by 
Harper Lee. Nevertheless, it ap- 
pears to keep very much to itself. 
Obscure, but not hidden. It emits 
a sort of reticent quality, willing 
to open up so long as it’s prompt- 
ed. 

The two most common ques- 
tions students have about the 
readingcenter is “We have a read- 
ing center?” and “What is a read- 
ing center?” 

The reading center (C211) 
helps students practice reading 
comprehension. Students nor- 
mally come in with a class. These 
classes study material that helps 
students who read below college 
level. However, it’s not limited to 
class groups. Anyone who needs 
help with a reading assignment 
can visit the reading center. 

In the past, the reading center 
was linked with the reading class- 
es. The developmental reading 
classes include basic and college 
reading. This past year, the cen- 
ter underwent a reorganization 
Now, it is combined with all the 
other areas in the tutoring center 

Though their focus is on stu- 
dents who are not already skilled 


in college-level reading compre- 
hension, their responsibility is 
to serve all students, not just the 
developmental students, who are 
required to come to the reading 
center. 

“Yeah, I think the reading cen- 
ter is helpful,” said Miguel Pelija, 
a Criminal Justice major. “I mean, 
they let students who aren’t even 
in reading classes come in and get 
help, so that’s good.” 

The reading center is visited 
more than any other center at 
NECC. Last semester, the Haver- 
hill reading center registered over 
3,300 visits, and the Lawrence 
reading center registered over 
2,800. 

Normally, students come in 
as a Class, and the instructor has 
some type of lesson for them. 
According to the reading center, 
their job is to help the instructor 
with the class, no matter what it is 
they’re doing. As a result, they’re 
always helping students out with 
different things. With the help of 
reading tutors, students are able 
to get more one-on-one work than 
they would in the classroom. 

“Sometimes they just need 
someone to advocate for them,” 
said Pam Belmonte, a tutor at the 
reading center. “Sometimes stu- 
dents need be encouraged to ask 
for help. That’s what we’re here 
for. They should always be very 
willing to come in and ask.” 

Accepting that an assignment 
may be over your head may not 
always be the easiest thing, even 
when it’s due the next morning. 
But that struggle isn’t rare. 

A student might come in be- 
they’re having trouble 
reading a textbook. They might 
have had limited access to good 
reading education earlier in their 
school careers, they might have 
ADHD or dyslexia, possibly even 
undiagnosed. The reading center 
doesn’t judge, explains Linda Gi- 


Cause 


Photo by Everson Taveras 


The reading center is located on the second floor of the Spurk building, in room C211. 


ampa, coordinator of the reading 
center. 

“What we would do with that 
student is that we wouldn’t be 
able to help them with the con- 
tent, but we could certainly give 
strategies to help the student read 
the textbook better.” 

Giampa, along with rest of the 
tutors at the reading center, go 
through a checklist to help the 
student better understand what 
they’re reading. 

“So you would come in and 
I would give you these sugges- 
tions, and you would go home 


and do some of these things for 
me, and we’d make an appoint- 
ment for you to come back, and 
we’d talk about how that process 
went,” said Giampa. 

“Tt can sometimes be diffi- 
cult if the student doesn’t know 
how to articulate what they don’t 
know,” said Giampa. Every now 
and then, she’ll get the usual “I 
don’t know.” They may under- 
stand parts of what they’re read- 
ing, but not enough to write or 
express their interpretation. 

“Part of the challenge, I think, 
is trying to understand what they 


don’t know. They have to un- 
derstand that we’re here to help 
them. That our job is to help 
them, and that’s what we want to 
do, but they have to allow that to 
happen,” said Giampa. 

The reading center also runs 
workshops for study skills. Al- 
though it’s fairly new and they’re 
still coming up with new ideas, 
they’ve done several already for 
test taking strategies. This semes- 
ter, they’re adding note taking, 
and strongly encourage any and 
all students to attend. 


Work-study’s presence doesn’t 
reach enough students 


Several students say 
they are unaware of 


the program 


By STEPHANIE DELEON 
Correspondent 


Though a handful of students 
are aware of NECC’s work-study 
opportunities, not many of them 
know where or how to apply to 
it. Few students even realize that 
the school offers work opportuni- 
ties to students who demonstrate 
financial need. 

NECC offers its students the 
opportunity to apply for a pro- 
gram called work-study. The 
program is designed to offer jobs 
to financial aid students who are 
eligible on campus as they study. 
Work-studies pay 10 dollars an 
hour, for 10 to 15 hours a week. 


“[NECC] doesn’t advertise it 
well because I never see it around 
the school and I only heard about 
it because of a friend,” said Tan- 
isha Ortega, a returning 
student to NECC. 

If it weren’t for her 
friend, who had done 
work-study, she would 
have never known that 
the program existed. 

Ortega said, “I am 
interested in  [work- 
study] but every time I 
apply there are always 
a million of other applications.” 
For that handful of students that 
know about it and know about the 
process of applying to it, there’s 
fierce competition for the limited 
number of jobs. 

“I am aware of work-study,” 
said Patricia Bunkartas, second 


> 


year student at NECC. “I don’t 
believe the school advertises it 
well enough. There are students 
that have no idea it even exists.” 


I don’t believe the school advertises 
[work-study] well enough. There are 
students that have no idea it even exists. 


- Patricia Bunkartas 


And to prove Bunkartas’s 
point, Maulin Parra, also a re- 
turning student, said, “I sure am 
[interested in work-study] but 
I had no clue NECC had one. I 
don’t think the school advertises 
it at all.” 

She agreed with Bunkartas 


that NECC fails to advertise the 
program effectively. 

Under “Student Services” in 
the website, there is a link to work- 
study op- 
portunities. 
The link 
leads to 
a list of 
available 
jobs on 
the NECC 
campuses. 

The 

website 
says, “Students can apply for 
[federal work-study] positions 
by viewing open positions, and 
contacting supervisors of posi- 
tions they are eligible for, and 
for which they wish to apply. If 
you wish to check whether you 
would be eligible for work-study, 


contact Financial Aid.” It also 
explains the process the student 
must go through if they are in- 
terested in work-study, as well as 
give them the online version of 
al] the forms they are required to 
fill out prior to the work-study. A 
student must first check their el- 
igibility by contacting the work- 
study coordinator. 

“Send those postcards things 
to people’s addresses and make 
it more known when coming into 
the school’s orientation,” was 
a suggestion by Amanda Wey- 
demann, who, though aware of 
work-study, still believed that the 
school should advertise it a little 
more. 

“Make teachers remind stu- 
dents on the first day of class,” 
said Jonathan Paredes, who was 
interested in the program. 


Students Transfer 


Transfering requires 
preparation and 


advice 


By REBECCA WESTERMAN 
Correspondent 

Students at NECC are prepared 
fo transfer to a four-year college. 
Many faculty members teach the 
same curriculum at NECC that 
they have taught or are currently 
teaching at other colleges includ- 
ing other four-year schools. 

Some students wonder if the 
workload at NECC is adequate 
to prepare them for a four-year 
college experience. Fortunately, 
NECC is right on track to prepar- 
ing students for the workload of 
other schools. 

“T believe there’s some classes 
that give a heavy workload,” said 
Laboratory Science major Char- 
ley Bruderer, “some classes give 
the students more responsibility 
to learn as opposed to like home- 
work and such, and some classes 
are a little but too easy to consider 
really preparing you for a four- 
year college experience.” 

Even if some classes don’t as- 
sign a lot of homework, they’re 
still teaching students to think in- 
dependently and take responsibil- 
ity for their education. 

Success at a four-year college 


depends on the effort the student 
puts into their own education. 

NECC’s small class sizes are 
an advantage for students looking 
to prepare for a four-year school 
-- the instructors and professors 
can offer a more personal and in- 
dividualized learning experience 
to their students. 

“Number one, you’re not sit- 
ting in a course with, you know, 
four hundred people in a lecture,” 
said Saint-Amand, “which is how 
it was for me at the University of 
Florida.” 

For many students, NECC is a 
stepping stone towards transfer to 
a four-year college. 

Professor Amy Callahan said, 
“NECC’s doors are open to every- 
one, which means the college ac- 
cepts many students who are not 
prepared for college-level work. 
This is why the college offers so 
many developmental courses in 
math and writing, for example. 

“T believe community colleges 
should be proud of the work we 
do to educate students of all abili- 
ties, but this reality has an impact 
on how some might perceive how 
‘successful’ our students are.” 

Although students at NECC 
are often well prepared for trans- 
fer, they should consider that 
some four-year schools hold dif- 
ferent standards than NECC when 
it comes to workloads. Some 


schools have different or higher 
expectations, or may be less ac- 
commodating for the limited time 
and resources many NECC stu- 
dents are working with. 
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Word Slam 


“Six Word Slam” 
event hosted for 


public relations 


“Coming from UNH [NECC’s | Ry Erica CROTEAU 


workload] like not,” said nursing 
major Audra St. Hilaire, “because 
compared to the work I have here 
.. It’s just like a huge difference. 
I barely get any work here and 
at UNH I just like, pounded out 
homework.” 

Another issue transferring stu- 
dents might run into is the way 
some colleges expect their papers 
to be formatted. “I think history 
majors here need to learn how to 
use Chicago turabian to correctly 
write a history research paper,” 
said Seth Dallaire, a Journalism 
major who attended the Universi- 
ty of Maine for three years. 

Not all colleges use the same 
guidelines for things like history 
papers, so students who plan on 
transferring into a specific major 
may want to gather that informa- 
tion -- a school’s program may 
expect third-year students to ar- 
rive familiar with styles that ar- 
en’t used at NECC. 

Students should contact ad- 
visors and take tours of schools 
they’re considering transferring 
to, in order to get a feel for the 
school. Going in blind could hurt 
a student’s chances for success. 


On the Spot Decision 


Apply, evaluate credits, transfer to SNHU — without leaving your college campus. 


Southern New Hampshire University is the affordable, private New England university that lets you transfer up to 90 credits. Now, save even 
more than time and money with SNHU — save yourself a trip! Sit down with a transfer counselor and get an admission decision and transfer 
credit evaluation on the spot, in between your classes. 


On the Spot Decision Day: 


Wednesday, March 5th, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 


Correspondent 
In the last two weeks NECC 
has hosted three “Six Word 


Slam” events, at which students 
were asked to write six-word 
statements about their personal 
missions at NECC. 

The events were managed 
by a group of students as part of 
their “Principles of Public Rela- 
tions” class, under the guidance 
of Professor Amy Callahan. 

The students’ mission state- 
ments will be used as a basis for 
discussion in revising NECC’s 
current mission statement. 

Students’ contributions also 
served as entries into raffle 
drawings for gift cards to the 
NECC bookstore. 

The events were a success, 
collecting hundreds of submis- 
sions for the college. 

Kayla Mignanelli, a first year 
accounting major, stated, 

“Tt’s important for students to 
create these mission statements 
so that they can remember why 
they are here and what it takes to 
succeed.” 

The administration and Cal- 


lahan’s Public Relations class 
hoped that students would play 
an active role in this process be- 
cause it would generate a sense 
of community. 

Lindsey Deknikker, a Parale- 
gal Studies major, said, “I came 
to Northern Essex after mov- 
ing to this state because I heard 
how great the school community 
was.” 

Many students come to NECC 
for the same reason as Lindsey 
-- the administration knew that 
these Six Word Slams were an 
opportunity to get students ex- 
cited and passionate about the 
school they attend. 

NECC student Tyler Greene 
said, “The Six Word Slams in- 
cluded the students in a way that 
made them feel like they played 
a part in the future of the col- 
lege.” 

The administration will con- 
sult the hundreds of submissions 
in order to develop a mission 
statement that captures NECC’s 
mission and the needs of its stu- 
dents. 

Though the Six Word Slam 
events have ended, students 
and faculty can contribute by 
tweeting their six word mission 
statements using the hashtag 
#NECC6words or posting them 
to NECC’s Facebook page. 


Haverhill Campus, Spurk Lobby 


Southern, =” 
New Hampsnire 
University 
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By Mart GINGRas 
Sports Editor 
Knights earn playoff 


appearance 


The NECC basketball team 
earned it’s first playoff spot in 
four years with their win against 
Quinsigamond on Feb. 21. 

The Knights beat the Wyverns, 
72-64 at home and earned not 
only a state playoff appearance, 
but a Region XX] playoff appear- 
ance as well. 


Second half surge 
puts NECC past 
Massasoit, 86-82. 


Trailing by as many as 16 
points, Northern Essex came 
back and defeated Division II 
opponent Massasoit Community 
College on Feb. 17. 

Colin Collins was NECC’s 
leading scorer with 20 points. 
Peterson Morency had 14 points 
with 11 assists. 


Buzzer-beater makes 
winnner of Lincoln, 
67-64 over NECC 


With 1.4 seconds left, Lin- 
coln’s Chris Austin hit a 3-pointer 
to give the Wildcats a three point 
lead. 

Lincoln came into the game 
ranked 12th in Division III, and 
NECC managed to lead for most 
of the second half before Austin’s 
shot. 


Vermont Tech tops > 
sluggish NECC 


Head coach Darren Stratton 
was so upset with the effort his 
Knights gave against Vermont 
Tech that he held a practice after 
the game. 

The Knights lost to Vermont 
Technical College, 78-65. Colin 
Collins had 15 points for NECC. 


Quinsigamond bests 
NECC in Worcester, 
Knights lose 71-59. 


The Knights were bested by 
the Quinsigamond Wyverns on 
Feb. 10. 

The Knights shot just 1-of-16 
from the 3-point line, a key factor 
in the loss. 

Peterson Morency led the 
Knights in scoring with 15 points. 


NECC’s Morency 
the leading passer in 
conference play 


With 133 assists in confer- 
ence play, the Knights’ Peterson 
Morency has the most assists 
in conference games across the 
DIL NJCAA.. 

Morency had a double-dou- 
ble against Massasoit, scoring 14 
points and dishing out 11 assists 
while only turning the ball over 
four times. 

The 5°9” guard is averaging 
5.8 assists per game. 


Communication 
wasn t a factor, it 


was execution 
By Mart GIncrRas 
Editor-In-Chief 
After topping Springfield Tech 
in the first round of the MCCAC 
tournament, the NECC Knights 
fell to Bristol Community Col- 
lege in the state finals, 75-60. 
Northern Essex needed to de- 
feat Quinsigamond Community 
College to even make the playoff. 
On Feb. 21, they did just that, de- 


victory.” 

Ryan Grant led NECC in scor- 
ing against the Rams, who were 
also the home team during the 
tournament. Grant also took home 
All-Tournament honors. Peterson 
Morency was also placed on the 
All-Tournament team. 

The beginning of the sec- 
ond game started off well for 
the Knights. NECC jumped to a 
quick 20-12 lead, but struggled 
afterward and trailed by 7 at the 
half. 

Despite it being the team’s 
third game in as many days, 


“That was a hard, a game that 
e 


could have went ei 


T way.’ 


-Peterson Morency 
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feating the Wyverns 72-64. 

The game against Springfield 
in the state tournament was just 
like the other two games NECC 
played against them -- tough, 
physical and down to the wire. 
The difference in this game is the 
Knights came out on top. 

“That was a hard, tough 
game that could have went either 
way,” said Peterson Morency, the 
Knights point guard. “We stayed 
together and came out with the 


Morency said that fatigue wasn’t 
an issue. 

“No. Not at all,” said Moren- 
cy. “We came out strong, it’s 
just our head wasn’t in the game 
during the second half.” 

The Knights struggled to gain 
any momentum in the second 
half, struggling to string consecu- 
tive baskets together. Bristol, led 
by point guard Shane DaRosa, 
controlled the tempo and kept the 
Knights in check. 


Knights baseball 


Knights are ready 
for the snow to stay 
away 


By Estuer A NIEVES 
Sports Editor 


It snows one day and piles 
of snow starts to form. The next 
day, the sun is beaming and the 
snow starts to thaw. The next, it’s 
snowing again. This weather just 
seems so unpredictable this year. 

And the Knights are pretty 
much tired of the bipolar winter. 


The team had a phenomenal 
season last year, they wrapped 
up the 2013 season 18-16 overall, 
making their third appearance in 
the NCJAA Division III World 
Series, ranking top ten nationally. 

Coach Mejia has the gym full 
of men eager to get the season 
going. 

The ‘team takes advantage of 
their practice time to perfect their 
skills. Whether it’s perfecting 
their at bats, catching, fielding -- 
you name it. They are there giv- 
ing it their all. 

“Our team has unlimited po- 
tential,” said pitcher Zack Beck- 
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I can’t wait to be back on the mound. 
- RHP Beckwith 
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NECC baseball is eager to get 
the bats swinging and step foot 
onto their field. 

The Knights will be heading 
down to Florida for spring train- 
ing on March 14 through 19. 

The team is anxiously wait- 
ing for Spring break to get here, 
so that they can head down to 
the warm weather and play top 
teams. 

With the hopes that snow will 
soon be gone, the Knights will 
batter up and get the season start- 
ed. 


with. “I see nothing but greatness 
from day one. We just can’t al- 
low last year’s success get in the 
way of this year. We can’t let our 
heads get big knowing that we are 
ranked in the top ten nationally.” 
Right-hand pitcher Beckwith, 
who is a force on the mound, 
wasn’t able to play the entire 
2013 season due to an injury. 
When Beckwith paid the doc- 
tors a visit, they found out that his 
injury wasn’t due to a muscle -- 
the way his hips were aligned was 
the key. Since his hips have been 


Photo by Esther A Nieves 


The Knights meet during a time out. They won the opening 
game against Springfield before losing to Bristol. 


Despite the loss, NECC is 
not eliminated from postseason 
contention. Finishing confer- 
ence play at 10-10, the Knights 
clinched the 5 seed in the Region 
XXI tournament. By earning a 
berth in the tournament, NECC 
is among the final 64 teams left 
playing across the country. 

They will travel to Mass- 
Bay Community College or take 
on Bristol again, depending on 
tie breakers, which are still be- 


ing reviewed. If NECC wins on 
Wednesday, they will play in the 
Regional semi-finals on Feb. 28, 
which will take place at Bunker 
Hill Community College. 

Morency is eager for the 
chance to play MassBay, a team 
that topped the Knights twice in 
the regular season. “We’ll match 
up good,” said Morency. “I think 
we owe them one anyways.” 


patiently waiting 
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The Knights celebrate their Region XXI championship last 
year at Massasoit Community College. 


realigned, his back has been back 
to normal. 

Beckwith is back to his old 
self. “My back is completely 
healed thanks to my chiroprac- 
tor.” 

Beckwith plans on stepping 
back on the mound and getting 
back to striking out his opponents 
and improving his ERA. 

He finished the 2013 season 
with 41 strikeouts and a 3.51 
ERA. 


“I can’t wait to be back on the . 


mound.” 

Coach Mejia has proven that 
he was the perfect fit for the pro- 
gram. He has had all the key com- 


ponents to make this a successful 
program. 

Mejia has managed to bring 
the Knights back to back to the 
NCJAA Division III World Se- 
ries. He has taken the program 
into his own hands and has mold- 
ed them into a potential champi- 
onship team. 

“He is a great coach. Last year 
he turned this team around. He’s 
been nothing but great to me and 
to the team, “ said Beckwith. 

The Knights have all the keys 
to making it far, its all a matter’of 
getting out on the field and play- 
ing the game they love with fun 
and ambition. 


Rick Brown in as track coach 


New coach brings 
30 years experience 


to Northern Essex 
By Mart Gineras 
Sports Editor 

Rick Brown, for over 30 
years, made his living as a state 
police officer, going as far as be- 
ing elected president of the State 
Police Union. During his time as 
an officer, he was also working in 
his other passion as well: coach- 
ing track. 

Brown comes to NECC with 
30 years of coaching experience. 
He coached at Bryant University 
in Rhode Island for over seven 
years. Bishop Feehan employed 
Brown for over 20 years, on and 
off, as well. To put it simply: 
Brown knows what he’s talking 
about. 

“T think my coaching experi- 
ence is second to anyone at any 
level,” said Brown, who is enter- 
ing his first year at Northern Es- 


“sex, replacing Andrew Barron as 


the new track coach. “I love the 
sport so if [athletes] come run for 
me, they’Il’see how much I love 
the sport.” 

The NECC track and field pro- 
gram struggled last year. Patrick 
Garvey and Daniel Mayers were 
the only students to run in the 
spring, and when Garvey had to 
fulfill Army obligations, Mayers 
was the lone Knight. 

Brown’s main goal this year is 
to see new faces come out. “T’ll 
let them know that if they come 
out and enjoy their sport,” said 
Brown, “Either running for me, 
throwing for me or jumping for 
me.” 

While 2013 was tough for 
Northern Essex, the track pro- 
gram has been successful at the 
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Daniel Mayers, center, was NECC’s only track athlete last 
year. Rick Brown hopes to lure more athletes in. 


school. Noelia Figueroa was a 
two-time National Champion at 


coach, he’s not like most coaches. 
He doesn’t spend his time yelling 
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There’s a lot of talent that hasn’t been 


touched. 
- Rick Brown, NECC track coach 
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NECC, winning one title in 2010 
and another in 2011. In 2006, 
James Mwangi won a national 
title in the men’s 400 meter dash. 
“There’s a lot of talent that 
hasn’t been touched and if they 
want to come here and get a great 
education and continue their track 
career at the collegiate level for a 
couple years at Northern Essex,” 
said Brown, “I’d love to have the 
chance to work with them.” 
While Brown is a competitive 


on the sidelines, but encourages 
athletes to relax. “Give me two 
quality workouts during the week 
and the other three days we work 
on cross training,” he said. 

Brown is hosting a track and 
field meeting on Feb. 26 at 5 p.m. 
After the meeting, he says that 
workouts will begin on March 3 
and the first meet of the season 
will be on March 23. 


Collins shines for Knights hoops 


Colin Collins one of 


team 8 surprises 


By Matt GINGRAS 


Sports Editor 

Colin Collins has been one of 
the men’s basketball team’s big- 
gest secret this year. The fresh- 
man guard is the quietest player 
both on and off the court, but his 
game is likely the loudest. 

Collins had possibly his 
best overall game of the season 
against Bunker Hill. He scored 18 
points, recorded eight rebounds, 
five steals and three blocked 
shots. Two games later, against 
Quinsigamond, Collins had a 
double-double, scoring 10 points 
and pulling down 10 rebounds. 

Playing at Charlestown High 
School last year, Collins played 
at the Bunker Hill gym on occa- 
sion. 

“I felt like that game [against 
Bunker Hill] was a big game to 
win because it was a confer- 
ence game and we needed it,” 
said Collins. “I always played 
ball over there, because my high 
school was down the street. I’m 
kind of used to the gym and that 


court.” 

According to Knights basket- 
ball coach Darren Stratton, Col- 
lins is one of the few Knights 
players who is always positioned 
in the right spot on the basketball 
court. It’s one of the reasons why 
he’s started 23 of NECC’s 29 
games. 

Collins gives credit to his 
teammates at NECC -- he says 
that’s the biggest reason for his 
success. 

“Just like being used to play- 
ing with the guys now. I feel bet- 
ter around them and they make 
me play better and want to win 
more,” he said. “The second half 
of the season is when you want to 
win games.” 

When Massasoit took down 
DII opponent Massasoit, Col- 
lins was the high scorer for the 
Knights. He scored 20 points on 
7-of-15 shooting, and hit 5-of-6 
free throws. Again, it was Collins 
being in the right spot at the right 
time that led to not only person- 
al success, but team’s success 
as well. The win over Massasoit 
gave NECC the tiebreaker over 
the Warriors in the Massachusetts 
Community College Athletic 


Conference tournament -- a tour- 
nament in which NECC would 
place second. 

Collins is still adjusting to the 
college level competition. It’s a 
different game than it was in high 
school. 

“J mean, you got to play de- 
fense here,” said Collins. “You 
have to go and give it your all. 

“Some people don’t care about 
high school ball, but in college 
you have to pay attention more, 
listen and be more precise about 
your decision.” 

The Knights will compete in 
the regional playdown on Feb. 
26. In the MCCAC tournament, 
he averaged five rebounds and 
2.5 steals per game. 

While this season still isn’t 
over, Collins is already working 
hard toward his sophomore cam- 
paign. “I’m definitely coming 
back. I should be better in the 
offseason, working out. In the 
summer, I didn’t really play ball 
at all,” he said. “I was just work- 
ing and that’s it. I didn’t think I 
was going to have a good season 
at all, to be honest.” 

His season has been pretty 
good, to say the least. 
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Northern Essex Community College 


Statistics Leaders -- Men’s Basketball 


Ryan Grant Points per game 14.7 


Peterson Morency Assists per game e/ 


Javonte Forbes Rebounds per game 6.8 


Ryan Grant Steals per game 25 


Javonte Forbes Blocksper game 3.0 


Neph Carmona Field Goal Percentage 


Alec Pacheco 3-Point Percentage 


Benjamin Martinez Free Throw Percentage 


Northern Essex Community College 


Men’s Baseball Schedule 


March 15* @ Rainy River C.C. (DH) 


March 16* @ St. Cloud Tech. C.C (DH) 
March 18* @ Itasca C.C. 
March 19* @ Burlington County College 
March 23 @ UConn-Avery Point (DH) 
March 27 @ Dean College 
March 29 @ Bunker Hill C.C. (DH) 
April 1 Eastern Maine C.C. 
April 3 @ MassBay C.C. 
April 5 Quinsigamond C.C. (DH) 
April 8 @ Southern Maine 
April 10 Holyoke Community College 
April 12 @ Massasoit C.C. 
April 15 Bunker Hill C.C. 


* denotes game in Florida 


Knight Spotlight 


Ryan Grant has averaged 17.3 points per game in his last st 
three games. The freshman has been the Knights eating 
scorer all season. Against Springfield Technical Commu- 
nity College, Grant scored 18 points, hitting 4-of-5 3-point 
shots. The Knights topped STCC, 66-61. 


> 
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Unveiling the new bookstore _ 


Puoros gy Cuan GoRBAM 


Cashiers are not allowed to leave their registers because —_. The new set-up includes a milkshake machine and a larger 
of security policy. selection of snacks for students. 
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There is a bag drop at the entrance of the store to if students have a sweet tooth, they can chose from a wide 
discourage customers from shoplifting. variety of candy bars and sweets. 


The milkshake “blending bar” is a popular new addition to 
Behrakis Weicome Center on Haverhill Campus. : the NECC bookstore. 


